February 11, 2013 ’
Dear Senate Judiciary Committee Member,

Assisted Suicide is an important topic for Montana, where most of the
population is over 50 years of age.

I retired from the Motion Picture Pension and Health Plans in Studio
City, California, as the Chief Financial Officer. One reason my wife and
I retired to Montana was we had the perception that Montana was
senior-citizen friendly, i.e., unlike Oregon and Washington, which had
adopted laws allowing doctors and family members to assist people in
killing themselves. That was repugnant to us.

The proposed legislation is for terminally ill persons. "Terminally ill" is
aterm I am all too familiar with. In my previous employment, one
would need to be terminally ill to qualify for a pension, if they had not
reached a specified¥”Many, many times doctors would deem someone
terminally ill and they wound up living many years, some-evenreturned-
te-work. If these persons had instead been applying for a lethal dose and
used it, they would be dead before their time.

Doctors are held in high esteem by the public but they would
significantly undermine the public trust in their profession by aiding in
killing their patients.

Therefore, I urge you to vote NO on SB220.
Sincerely,

Ted Friesen
Bigfork, Mt.
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